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Analysis of “A Rose for Emily”
Question 1
Homer Baron causes upsets a settled life of Jefferson because he chooses to court a woman who lived a controversial life. The town never understood Emily and found her life to be peculiar. Baron still chooses her. Apart from that, he is a poor man dating a woman from a rich family. The arrival of Baron changes Emily’s life because it makes her come out of isolation and depend on another human, apart from his father. His relationship with Emily caused a scandal because he was an outsider, and the woman who caught his attention had refused to court other men in the area. The people in town also perceived him as a man who loved men and unlikely to marry a woman (Faulkner, 1930). Baron represented change. He was an outsider and was able to court Emily (Faulkner, 1930). People expected that there would be change and hoped that Emily could live up to their expectations and finally get married. Baron gave Emily the ability to fit into society’s expectations. She had the chance to have someone in her life and had an excuse to continue living in isolation. When he shows signs of not committing, she kills him (Faulkner, 1930) and keeps him to his side forever to get the false illusion of always having someone on her side.
Question 2
Tobe is Ms. Emily’s cook and gardener. From the story, we learn loyalty from Tobe. He keeps a murder secret and, for many years, never speaks to anyone about the details of Emily’s life despite the town’s curiosity about her. After Ms. Emily kills Baron and his rotting body’s stench is felt by everyone, the women blame Tobe for doing a lousy job at cleaning (Faulkner, 1930). Tobe never comes out to clear his name. He also keeps the secret about Mr. Baron’s murder. This shows loyalty. Tobe stays with Emily because he is from the older generation and still feels obliged to work at the house due to its aristocratic origins. Tobe knows Ms. Emily’s secret and never shares it with anyone. At the end of the story, he immediately walks out and does not wait to be involved in the burial arrangement of Ms. Emily. Tobe’s quick departure shows that he resented her and could not care to participate in giving her a decent send-off.
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